DR   BELOV
often find it very gainful. But to tell the truth,
have come to realize the wisdom of the old prov<
'In company even death is acceptable.' There has
so much suffering and loss among the civilian population
in the places where the Germans have been, that I ..."
(erased) "that to me ..." (erased), "I do not want to
imply, of course, that it makes my own personal loss any
easier to bear, or that it comforts me in any way, but...'*
(erased).
"The stations are in ruins here, and in many of them
there are no pumps, sometimes we have to bring water
in buckets from the river or the well in order to fill the
tanks. On these occasions, all take buckets and go for
water, including the officers and N.CXX's. We fill the
tanks, barrels, the boiler in the disinfection room, but all
the same we have to economize with it, because we never
know when we shall be able to take on fresh supplies.
Near Brateshki our people found a cistern which had
been pierced by a shell in four places. The railwaymen
asked what the devil did a hospital train want with such
rubbish. Bogushov and Protassov had to take the door
of the baggage truck right off in order to get it in, and
then replace it again. I.E. says that as soon as we come
to some place where it can be done, he will have the
holes in the cistern patched, and then we shall have an
additional tank for two thousand litres of water. Kravtsov
has thought of fixing a rubber tube to connect the cistern
with the cauldrons in the kitchen coach, which is next
to the baggage truck*
"I never cease wondering at our people, their patience,
their industry, their inexhaustible ingenuity. I wonder
at them and envy them, and want to be like them. ... "
The hospital train, running empty, stopped at K. .,.;
it was necessary to solder the cooking cauldrons. The
halt would last for five days.
"I would like to go to Leningrad for a couple of days,'*
Dr Belov told Danilov-
"What good will that do?" asked Danilov.
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